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Jesus and the thieves on  
the Cross 
 
Lukeõs account of the crucifixion (Luke 

23:32-43) emphasises the mocking of the 

crowd, ôIf you are the king of the Jews, 

save yourselfõ (35,37,39). In their view a 

Messiah does not hang on a cross and suffer. In considering the two men 

who were crucified with Jesus, we are also confronted with the issue of 

how Jesus secures salvation for us. 
 

The words of one of those crucified with Jesus reflected the crowdõs 

taunts: ôArenõt you the Christ? Save yourself and us.õ He highlights the 

question of Jesusõ identity: how can He save others, when He cannot save 

himself from death? He failed to see that the cross itself was the means of 

salvation. 
 

So - what kind of Messiah was Jesus? 
 

The other criminalõs response in his last moments is a moving expression 

of faith. When challenging the other man, he spoke of the utter injustice 

of the crucifixion: ôthis man has done nothing wrong.õ He perceived the 

truth that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. In a wonderful picture of grace, 

ôremember me when you come into your kingdomõ, the second thief 

confessed his guilt and secured Jesusõ forgiveness and mercy.  
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In reply, Jesus promised the man life from the moment of death; ôToday 

you will be with me in paradise.õ Jesus used the picture of a walled garden 

to help the man understand his promise of protection and security in 

Godõs love and acceptance eternally.  
 

Each one of us has to choose how we react to Jesus on the cross. Do we 

want him to ôrememberõ us when He comes into his kingdom, or not? If 

you were to die tonight, how confident would you be of going to be with 

Jesus?  

ôFor Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 

bring you to God.õ (1 Peter 3:18). 

 
       

   

 
 
 
 
 
Please advise Brenda, Ken, the Session Clerk, or your Elder of anyone known to 
you who is ill, either at home or in hospital, and who would welcome a visit.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
If you are moving, or any change is necessary to the entry regarding you on the 
Church Roll, please give the relevant information to either your Elder or the 
Session Clerk.                
 
 

Halleluja! what a Saviour! 
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All are welcome to come and share a time of worship, thanksgiving and 
fellowship each Sunday evening at 6.30pm in East Calder Church Hall. 
2 April: Rev Ken Mackay will speak on the theme "God and me" 
9 April: Easter Songs of Praise 
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Sunday 9th April  Palm Sunday @ 11.15 East Calder Church. 

No service at Kirknewton Church. 
 
10th, 11th, 12th April  @ 19.30 East Calder Church open for prayer. 

13th April  Maundy Thursday Communion @ 19.30       
                 Kirknewton Church.   
 
14th April    Good Friday @ 19.30 East Calder Church. 

Sunday 16th April  @ 9.45 Kirknewton Church. 

 No service at East Calder Church.  
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During the vacancy a monthly prayer meeting will be held on the last 

Sunday of each month in the prayer room at East Calder Church from 

2.30pm - 3.30pm. 

 

This will be an opportunity to pray and seek Godõs blessing upon us as we 

go through the process of waiting for a new minister to b e called. 

 

Although numbers at EnerJ remain fairly low, we have a group of children 
who attend regularly and itôs great to see them getting to know each other and 
enjoying spending time together each Sunday morning. 
 

We continue to use songs to teach the children about Godôs love, which has 
proved to be very effective and popular. Once a month we meet a new 
Superhero from the Bible. 
 

A date for your diary.  The Church family outing will take place on Sunday 
25th June 2017. This will again be held at Scoughall Scripture Union Centre 
near North Berwick. Thanks to all the support we received for the Silent 
Auction we are able to provide a bus, free of charge, for all who wish to 
attend. This is something for all ages and there is accommodation if it is wet. 
Look out for a notice in the intimation sheet soon about how to book your 
seat.  
 

Letôs make it a day to remember! 
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The Edinburgh Easter Play will take place on 

Easter Saturday, April 15th 2017, at 2pm, in 

Princes Street Gardens West in the centre of 

Edinburgh. The performance is free and open 

to all.  

ñThis year, for the first time since 2010, we will 

be staging a large-scale traditional Passion 

Play, but you can expect a few surprises - our 

take on the Easter story has a distinctly 

Scottish flavour.ò 

The Edinburgh Easter Play is created by a 

team of community performers drawn from all walks of life, working with a professional 

director and stage manager, and lead by a professional actor, Duncan Rennie, playing 

Jesus.   

The Break, our midweek informal service of praise, worship and fellowship will 
take place on Thursday 6th April in East Calder Church Prayer Room at 12.30pm 

(after the Lunch Club).   

  

 Dates till June are:  
April 6th 
May 4th      
June 1st    
 

Why not go to the Lunch Club and then come along and join in fellowship at the 
Break.  
  
All welcome.  
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Requests should come to the 
Hall Convenors by the end of 
the first week of each month 
and they will be referred to the 

Congregational Board. 
 

The Churchôs website includes  
sermons.  To access them all  
you have to do is to go to the  
home page  
http://www.knec4jesus.org.uk  
and click on óSermonsô. 
 
The Parish Profile and copies 
of KNEC News are also on the 
website. 
 
Have a look! 
 

Church Website 

Church Hall Bookings 

mailto:knecnews@btinternet.com
http://www.knec4jesus.org.uk/

