
SERMON – 28 JUNE 2015 
Mark 5:21-43 
 

BACKGROUND TO THE READING 
  

Our text is telling us two different stories at one time, both with regard to 
Jesus’ miraculous healing. 
  

As Jesus is attending to one matter another “healing incident” takes place 
almost out of the blue. But it is not out of the blue. It is a skilful ploy of the 
writer to convey a very important message, namely that Jesus was indeed 
God who had the power over illness and even death. 
  

There is so much going on in our text. Let us start at the beginning. 
  

Jairus was one of the rulers of the synagogue, one of the chief officials in 
synagogues who were prominent members of their communities. Usually 
synagogue affairs in Jewish communities were in the hands of a board of 
seven. One of the tasks of the rulers of the synagogue was to conduct 
worship and to apportion functions in it, namely to choose those who 
would recite the “shema” prayer and read and expound the portions of 
Scripture. He was also responsible for erecting and maintaining the 
building.  
  

So Jairus was a very important man who fell at the feet of Jesus to beg him 
to come to his daughter’s aid. This was, of course, a sign of honour, 
respect and humiliation. In those days you would fall at the feet of 
someone of much greater status (like a king) or prostrate oneself before 
God. He recognized Jesus’ power in a serious way. 
The Greek text speaks of a wee girl, later says she was 12 years old which 
meant that she had been a minor. In the eyes of her society, on account of 
both her age and her gender, she had virtually no social status, but Jesus 
was prepared to go to her despite the barriers of their society. 
  

And then in the hustle and bustle a woman, who was subject to severe 
bleeding for 12 years, touched his outer garment and she was healed. If 
this woman was bleeding every day she would have been continually 
unclean under the Law, which meant that she was cut off from society. 
She would have been regarded as an outcast and not allowed to be in the 



public domain, because her touch would make others unclean, too. It is no 
wonder she was frightened when Jesus put her on the spot after she was 
“healed”. She was not allowed to do such a thing, but she did, because her 
faith was greater than her fear, which Jesus recognized. And it is as if Jesus 
did not bother to be regarded as “unclean”. The woman and her faith 
were more important than the codes and rituals of his society. I am sure 
that this story shocked the first readers out of their wits because it was 
something unheard of! 
  

And then some men came to Jairus to report that his daughter had just 
died.  Jesus says to Jairus that he must just believe. So when Jesus and 
Jairus finally arrived at the home, He sends out all the mourners. Several 
professional mourners were required even at the funeral of the poorest 
person; more mourners would assemble at the death of a member of a 
prominent family like this one. Because bodies decomposed rapidly in 
Palestine, mourners had to be assembled immediately upon someone’s 
death, and they had gathered before word even reached Jairus that his 
daughter had died. Messengers were normally dispatched immediately to 
bring a parent or spouse the sad news. 
  

But Jesus took her hand, which would again make him unclean, after all 
the mourners had left and spoke in Aramaic.  Aramaic was a language 
related to Hebrew which was the standard international language of the 
ancient near-east before Alexander the Great’s conquests made Greek the 
standard national language. It was still widely spoken in different forms in 
Syria-Palestine and farther east in Jesus’ day. Most Jewish people in first-
century Palestine probably spoke both Greek and Aramaic. Jesus spoke to 
her in, perhaps, her first language, although Greek was widely spoken in 
Palestine and said to her to stand up and she did. Then Jesus commanded 
them to give her some food to serve as proof that she truly was alive 
again.  

  

So what is the message of Mark? 
  

Jesus addressed all the needs of his believers – He even has power over 
death! It was only later that his disciples would understand that He himself 



would over- power death to make a new future possible for all the 
believers! 
 

SERMON 
  

It is amazing that in our text there are three things that are very 
important, namely that Jairus went to Jesus for help, and a woman had to 
overcome severe obstacles to touch Jesus and that Jesus then, out of His 
free will, went to attend to a wee girl who was ill.  
  

Jesus is showing us that faith in Him is all about action, commitment and 
dedication. In our reading it is all about faith in action in different ways. It 
is interesting to note that faith is never passive.  
  
Jairus the very important man went to Jesus when his daughter fell ill. He 
had faith - and faith made him humble to fall at the feet of Jesus. 
  

And the ill woman went into the crowds just to touch the outer garment of 
Jesus. Faith in Jesus made her realise that it would be enough to help her 
in whatever way. Faith made her challenge the rules of her society and 
ignore the prejudices that existed against her. 
  

And Jesus – well, in our reading, He is attached to the believers. He is not 
distant or snobbish or a stickler to rules. But in our reading the women 
was facing all kinds of obstacles to reach Jesus and she also knew that she 
was risking everything. 
  

In both cases a miracle happened. 
  

What does it mean for us? 
  

Our reading is a depiction of how our lives would have been if Jesus did 
not pardon our sins, was not resurrected from death and did not ascend to 
heaven. Our lives would have been like Jairus and the women who had to 
overcome severe obstacles to just be near Jesus. But after Jesus' death, 
resurrection and ascension He broke down all the barriers that existed 
between God and the human race. We do not have to struggle any longer 
to "touch" Him, to reach out to Him. Now through his revelation, 
resurrection and ascension, He touches us and through you and me 



touches the lives of many others when you and I are not stumbling blocks 
of His grace and mercy. If we say we are his disciples, we need to follow 
His appeal to love as He loved, speak to others in the way He spoke to 
others and walk in His light wherever we go.  
  

Faith is a deliberate choice made when God touches us and when His light 
breaks through the darkness of everyday living. Faith is our answer when 
God makes an appeal on our lives. And faith is the answer to millions of 
people who are desperately reaching out to God's light in the darkness 
that they experience. You and I can help others to find God's light.   
  

During my conference this week a very famous German theologian of the 
century, who is 89 years of age, was telling us how he practically 
understands his role as a disciple. He started a programme in a women's 
maximum security prison in Atlanta where women can study theology. The 
Chaplain then asked him in a letter if he would be willing to correspond 
with a prisoner who found his books helpful. But this woman was sitting in 
death row for murdering her husband. She could not be pardoned because 
her murdered husband’s family appealed several times for her not to be 
pardoned. So this theologian told us of how he encouraged her in her 
struggle as she was facing death. So then when the date came for her to 
be executed, he sent her one of his handkerchiefs with a note saying, 
“Every time you cry and you use this handkerchief, know that I am praying 
for you that a miracle might happen, because we serve an Almighty God 
for whom everything is possible”. When the day came, there was a 
problem transporting her to the prison where the executions had to take 
place. So the execution was postponed, and even after this, while another 
date was arranged, the second attempt also failed. Jurgen said this is what 
it means to say that, for God, everything is possible. And our task as 
Christians is to never lose hope in God and we need to pray for our 
brothers and sisters and be there for them in their hour of need. 
  

Faith is not about the “what if’s”. Faith is to be sure of the presence of 
God. Faith is about the future certainty that God made possible through 
the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ. Faith is all about 
trusting God and not ourselves. It is not part of an emergency plan – 



namely, when everything else fails to then run to God. Faith must be part 
of our lives like breathing. 
  

Let us put our faith in God and allow the miracle-working power of Jesus 
to take over in our lives. Faith is to give God all our needs and wants and 
allow Him to decide what is best for us.  
  

Maybe we must be like Jairus and the woman in the reading, handing over 
all our problems, concerns and challenges to God in faith  – knowing that 
God will give us what we need, and awaiting the miracle that can happen 
when He comes to you and me. 
  

So by way of speaking “Talitha koum!” – brother and sister, Jesus is saying 
to us to stand up and go in faith because we are alive – made new through 
his Spirit! 
  

AMEN 
 


