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Introduction: 

Jesus of Nazareth “showed” what it meant to experience the presence of God directly in one’s life. The Christian faith is a 

witnessing faith. One cannot believe in Jesus Christ and not “tell” others of the saving grace of God. All Christians need to discover 

from the Bible and learn from the Bible about our task as witnesses in the world. The Bible tells us that the Church of Christ is one 

of mission. Mission is not a choice for the followers of God but a command. It is not a function or committee of the Church. It is 

the essence of being the Church of Christ. If the Church of Christ on earth is not fully mission orientated, then it is dead and has 

no purpose at all. The Church of Christ is then irrelevant in any society. In John 15 Jesus says He is the true vine and his father 

the gardener will take away all the unproductive branches – the branches that bear no fruit!  But He will prune the productive 

branches so that they will become more productive. If we say we are followers of Jesus then we must live lives of faith to prove it. 

If we say we are Christians then we must glorify God through our actions of love, hope and faith. This study material is an attempt 

to make all of us who are Christians, again aware of the different perspectives on the meaning of being sent out as Christians in the 

world. May you use this material with much success!  

 

How to use this book? 

Every chapter has a text from the Bible (NIV) which must be read first. Each chapter also has questions that will challenge 

everyone to respond. Every week the group starts by everyone sharing and telling everyone else what they achieved personally and 

in a wider context with regard to the previous week’s material. 
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Chapter 1 

Week beginning 14-17 September 

Abram in a foreign land 

The Call of Abram  

Genesis 12     The LORD had said to Abram, ―Leave your country, your 

people and your father‘s household and go to the land I will show you.  

2 ―I will make you into a great nation 

and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

and you will be a blessing. 

3 I will bless those who bless you, 

and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 

will be blessed through you.‖ 

4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his 

nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had 

acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived 

there.  

6 Abram travelled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh 

at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared 

to Abram and said, ―To your offspring I will give this land.‖ So he built an altar 

there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.  

8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 

Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and 

called on the name of the LORD. 9 Then Abram set out and continued toward the 

Negev.  
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Background information  

Abram resided in a land where idols were worshipped (Joshua 24:2). The living 

God who walked with Adam and Eve and Noah, makes a new beginning with 

Abram. God calls Abram to undertake a journey where the destination is 

unknown. Security for the people of Biblical times lay in residing in familiar 

surroundings. The closeness of family and friends and the protection of city walls 

were important. To obey God meant Abram had to leave behind everything 

familiar to him, everything that gave security and to travel alone into the unknown 

and dangerous desert. When Abram reached a foreign country, he started 

worshipping God there. Abram did not take God on a journey. God takes Abram 

on a journey with Him. 

 

Abram is not only rewarded for being obedient. His contact with other people and 

his obedience to God will bring blessings to all people around Abram. Everybody 

is touched by God‘s words to Abram. Abram becomes the instrument through 

which God brings blessings to many people. Blessings have to do with the power 

that heals that comes from God or is transfered from one human being unto 

another. To be blessed refers to someone who receives the love of God and 

therefore wants to praise and thank God as the One who brings joy (Psalm 

118:26). To be blessed is the opposite of being cursed (Genesis 12:3). Blessings, 

success and joy are related (Psalm 40:5). To be blessed refers to the result of a 

life spent in close relationship with God (Deuteronomy. 28:1-3; Matthew 5:3-12). 

Abram‘s wife Sarai, all his possessions, his slaves and his livestock travel with 

Abram. Lot, Abram‘s brother‘s son, also accompanies him. The purpose of Lot‘s 

accompaniment might be that if Abram should die without children, at least a 

male family member can take over Abram‘s possessions and continue the family 

name. Abram builds an altar and brings a sacrifice to God. With the sacrifice 

Abram acknowledges that God is present in this foreign land. He acknowledges 

that it is God who reigns at that place and in his heart. Abram worships God in a 

foreign land where the local inhabitants worship foreign gods. Abram did not try 



 6 

and convince anyone to believe and worship the way he does. He nevertheless 

continues to worship God in the fashion he is used to. Abram‘s visible denial to 

worship the local gods is a witness to the world that he serves the living God. We 

do not need to ridicule other religions in order to show that our religion is unique. 

On grounds of our conviction we can continue to serve God, whereever we may 

reside. Respect for other religions as well as perseverance in our own faith is a 

mighty witness to the world, of our faith in God. 

 

Questions and discussion points: 

What would your reaction be if you were in Abram‘s shoes with regard to his 

calling (verse 1)? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Taking into consideration Abram‘s age when he departed from Haran (Genesis 

12:4), do you ever think that you are too old or too young to be sent into the world 

with the message of God? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Taking into consideration that Abram made a statement about God‘s existence in 

the foreign land (by building an altar in Genesis 12:7), how will you show other 

people that God is a reality in your life? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

The message in the New Testament: 

Jesus does not promise any success or reward to those whom He calls to be his 

followers. Even we today, whom he calls to follow Him, do not have promises of 

wealth and success. To serve Jesus Christ obediently sometimes requires 

sacrifice and suffering. In spite of suffering which comes to Christians, God still 

holds his protective hand over us.  

 

Practical issues 

Do you know anyone in your street or work that has a different religion? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

How will you obey the commands of Jesus in your everyday living (with regard to 

following him)? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Chapter 2. 

Week Beginning 21-24 September  

A Witness like Joseph 

Joseph and Potipharôs Wife 

Genesis 39 

     Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was 

one of Pharaoh‘s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the 

Ishmaelites who had taken him there.  

2 The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his 

Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the 

LORD gave him success in everything he did, 4 Joseph found favor in his eyes 

and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he 

entrusted to his care everything he owned. 5 From the time he put him in charge 

of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the 

Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything 

Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 6 So he left in Joseph‘s care 

everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with 

anything except the food he ate.  

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his master‘s wife 

took notice of Joseph and said, ―Come to bed with me!‖  

8 But he refused. ―With me in charge,‖ he told her, ―my master does not concern 

himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my 

care. 9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing 

from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a 

wicked thing and sin against God?‖ 10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after 

day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.  

11 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the 

household servants was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and said, ―Come 

to bed with me!‖ But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.  
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13 When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the 

house, 14 she called her household servants. ―Look,‖ she said to them, ―this 

Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep 

with me, but I screamed. 15 When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak 

beside me and ran out of the house.‖  

16 She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 17 Then she told 

him this story: ―That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of 

me. 18 But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out 

of the house.‖  

19 When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, ―This is how your 

slave treated me,‖ he burned with anger. 20 Joseph‘s master took him and put him 

in prison, the place where the king‘s prisoners were confined.  

But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the LORD was with him; he showed 

him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the 

warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made 

responsible for all that was done there. 23 The warden paid no attention to 

anything under Joseph‘s care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him 

success in whatever he did.  

 

Background information:  

Sometimes one does not need to say or do anything to convince others of your 

faith in God. Our behaviour and the manner in which we do things convinces 

others of our relationship with God. What our lives demonstrate to others can 

cause other people to want to serve God too. From the way in which Joseph and 

his brothers treat one another it is difficult to say that they love one another. 

Joseph‘s brothers hated him because of his arrogance and because their father 

favoured Joseph. Joseph is sold by his brothers to travelling merchants. These 

Midianite merchants bring Joseph to Egypt where he is sold as a slave. The bible 

makes sure that we the readers know that God was with Joseph. Joseph was not 

completely alone in this foreign land with strange customs. The Lord was with 
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Joseph. The result was that Joseph was successful in everything he did (verse 

3). He was trustworthy (verse 4) and a good labourer. The manner in which 

Joseph completed his tasks must have impressed Potiphar. We do not read 

about something specific that Joseph did to impress Potiphar. We therefore have 

to accept that Joseph‘s way of doing everyday tasks and the manner in which he 

treated people made him stand out among people. Potiphar‘s wife‘s invitation 

does not sound unfamiliar to us. In our times and in our communities the words of 

Potiphar‘s wife sound like something we hear daily in a TV sit-com. But even 

worse, we know that such invitations are handed out and accepted by married 

men and women we know. The story of Joseph in Egypt could be the story of any 

one in Scotland today. Joseph remains steadfast and continues to ignore the 

invitations of Potiphar‘s wife. Some of us would perhaps after the third or fourth 

time in a moment of weakness have succumbed to the temptation. The longer we 

think and ponder on the idea of temptation, the weaker our resistance becomes. 

Joseph remains true to the strict principles that God has put in place for his life. 

When Potiphar hears from his wife he is furious and certainly he must have been 

disappointed in his trust in Joseph. He has Joseph thrown in jail. Potiphar could 

actually have had Joseph killed as he was nothing more than a mere slave. 

Through God‘s grace Joseph gets a second chance. Joseph receives a reward of 

punishment for his good behaviour of ignoring temptation. Joseph has a living 

relationship with the Lord. God‘s will for his life is all that matters to him. Even if 

he is punished Joseph will not succumb to that which is not God‘s will. What is 

right, is right and that which is wrong, is wrong. Joseph remains true to God‘s will. 

God is in command of his life. Joseph does not serve God only at certain times; 

he lives as God asks every moment of his life. Joseph did not try and convince 

others to live and believe the way he did. Yet still he taught people something 

about the relationship between God and his children. This chapter tells us 

something about sin. Sin is everything we do without obeying God. It is 

everything that separates us from God. Sin happens when we ignore God and 

yield to our own temptations, wishes and demands. Sin is when we as followers 

of Christ do something wrong and feel too guilty to pray about it! However we 
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must be aware of the biggest danger namely that our conscience can become so 

dulled by sin or separation from God that we may not even know that we have 

sinned, far less realise we need to pray about it!  

 

Questions and discussion points: 

Ask yourself how you would have reacted if you received for the hundredth time 

such an invitation or temptation? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What does Joseph‘s reaction towards this temptation say about his outlook on 

life? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What temptations do you have to face on a regular basis? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

How do you deal with it before God? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………
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……………………………………………………………………………………………..  

 

How will you – bearing in mind the story of Joseph – be a witness to the world 

about the God you serve? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Practical issues: 

Will other people notice your faith in God from the decisions you make in life?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Will people want to serve the same God that you serve if they look at your 

behaviour? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Write down all the things that you do, say and think in your own personal life that 

you want to change with the help of God‘s Spirit?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Route of Joseph and Kindred to Egypt 
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Chapter 3 

Week beginning 21-24 September 2009 

A Gentile prostitute confesses her faith 

 

Rahab and the Spies  

Joshua 2     Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from 

Shittim. ―Go, look over the land,‖ he said, ―especially Jericho.‖ So they went and 

entered the house of a prostitutea named Rahab and stayed there.  

2 The king of Jericho was told, ―Look! Some of the Israelites have come here 

tonight to spy out the land.‖ 3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: 

―Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because they have 

come to spy out the whole land.‖  

4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, ―Yes, the 

men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. 5 At dusk, when 

it was time to close the city gate, the men left. I don‘t know which way they went. 

Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.‖ 6 (But she had taken them 

up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the 

roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the 

fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was 

shut.  

8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 9 and said to 

them, ―I know that the LORD has given this land to you and that a great fear of 

you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear 

because of you. 10 We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red 

Seab for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the 

two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.c 11 

When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone‘s courage failed because of 

you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 12 

Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my 
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family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 13 that you 

will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who 

belong to them, and that you will save us from death.‖  

14 
―Our lives for your lives!‖ the men assured her. ―If you don‘t tell what we are 

doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the LORD gives us the land.‖  

15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived 

in was part of the city wall. 16 Now she had said to them, ―Go to the hills so the 

pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days until they return, and 

then go on your way.‖  

17 The men said to her, ―This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us 

18 unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window 

through which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and 

mother, your brothers and all your family into your house. 19 If anyone goes 

outside your house into the street, his blood will be on his own head; we will not 

be responsible. As for anyone who is in the house with you, his blood will be on 

our head if a hand is laid on him. 20 But if you tell what we are doing, we will be 

released from the oath you made us swear.‖  

21 ―Agreed,‖ she replied. ―Let it be as you say.‖ So she sent them away and they 

departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.  

22 When they left, they went into the hills and stayed there three days, until the 

pursuers had searched all along the road and returned without finding them. 23 

Then the two men started back. They went down out of the hills, forded the river 

and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him everything that had happened to 

them. 24 They said to Joshua, ―The LORD has surely given the whole land into our 

hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us.‖  
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Background information: 

Joshua sent two of his spies in secret to Jericho, a city in Canaan. However in 

verse 2 we read that the king of Jericho was aware of the presence of the spies. 

The spies went to a prostitute with the name of Rahab because they knew she 

would have all the information they needed to take the city captive. Her house 

was likely an inn, tavern or a combination of these where the local men gathered. 

It seems also that her house was quite popular. Even the king knew about her 

house and could send her a direct message to deliver the spies to him. She lied 

to the king and hid the men away on her roof under the ―stalks of flax‖. The flat 

roofs of Israelite houses were customarily used for drying anything that needed to 

be laid out in the sun and air. The ―stalks of flax‖ were three- or four-foot stems 

that had previously been soaked in water and were then laid out on the flat roof 

to dry. Other things that were often laid out on the roof were fruit that needed 

exposure to the sun to ripen, grain that needed drying, and wet clothing. ―Flax is 

a delicate plant with beautiful blue flowers. It has been known since prehistoric 

times in the Near East. It is the earliest known cultivated fibre plant and was used 

to make linen. Linen of varying quality was used for Temple vestments (Exod. 

25:4) as well as for ordinary garments, sails, nets, and even twine. It was also the 

wrapping cloth used for the dead (Matt. 27:59). The harvested flax plants were 

soaked in water in order to separate the fibres and then spread to dry, the hot 

exposed rooftops being an ideal place for such activity (Josh. 2:6). Linseed oil is 

extracted from the seeds, and the dregs are then given to the animals as food‖ 

(Harper's Bible Dictionary. 1st ed. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985, S. 311). 

 

In the Mediterranean culture it is not considered a lie when you protect your 

family. In this passage this becomes clear. She ―lies‖ to protect the lives of all her 

family members. Rahab has heard about the God of Israel. She believed all the 

witnesses of what God had done to other nations. She too confesses that He is 

the only God in heaven and on earth. She believes that God will protect her and 

her family when Jericho comes under attack. Rahab was doing far more than 
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merely trying to save her skin or that of her family. She was acknowledging that 

this God she had heard about was the one and only true God, the only one—out 

of dozens that she as a good Canaanite knew about—who was worthy of worship 

and allegiance. This constitutes her statement of faith in words. This is surely 

what gave impetus to her actions in vv. 4–8. Now we know why she did what she 

did: she may have been afraid, as were all the other Canaanites, but she also 

had come to believe in her heart that there was only one true God. This God‘s 

actions on behalf of his people had convinced her, and she had changed her life 

and belief system because of it. The two spies then did something very unusual. 

They swear an oath with a Gentile woman. In those days oath taking was a 

serious practice that you only considered with close relatives that you could trust. 

It might have been that they considered Rahab was not a Canaanite on the 

grounds of her confession of faith.   

 

Questions and discussion points: 

What do you think made Rahab confess that there is only one God? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

The message in the New Testament: 

Rahab was a very important figure in the Bible. In Matthew 1 her name is quite 

prominent in the genealogy of Jesus with the four other women like Tamar, Ruth, 

Bathsheba, and Mary. All of them but Mary and Tamar were foreigners who 

became part of Israel. The message is clear: to God everyone is important and 

everyone matters to him! He can use anyone He likes for his purposes with 

humankind. 
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Practical issues: 

How will we manage to overcome our own rigid thoughts towards certain people? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Would you ―lie‖ to protect your faith and family? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

How can you put your faith into action like Rahab did? Give some practical 
examples? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Prayer by Susan Kramer 

May I remember 

A (Christian) friend I am  

When coming to another's place of unrest  

With affection and warmth of caring.  

 

A (Christian) friend I am  

When listening openly, non-judgmentally  

When judgment would be easy.  

 

A (Christian) friend I am  

When taking extra time  

To lend a helping hand, though busy.  

 

A (Christian) friend I am  

When feeling your need  

I act for you  

As I would for myself. 
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Chapter 4 

Week beginning 28 September - October 2009 

A stubborn Jonah 

 

Jonah Flees From the Lord  

1     1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 ―Go to the great city of 

Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.‖  

3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to 

Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went 

aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.  

4 Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that 

the ship threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to 

his own god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship.  

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 6 

The captain went to him and said, ―How can you sleep? Get up and call on your 

god! Maybe he will take notice of us, and we will not perish.‖  

7 Then the sailors said to each other, ―Come, let us cast lots to find out who is 

responsible for this calamity.‖ They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.  

8 So they asked him, ―Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for 

us? What do you do? Where do you come from? What is your country? From 

what people are you?‖  

9 He answered, ―I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who 

made the sea and the land.‖  

10 This terrified them and they asked, ―What have you done?‖ (They knew he was 

running away from the Lord, because he had already told them so.)  

11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, ―What should 

we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?‖  

12 ―Pick me up and throw me into the sea,‖ he replied, ―and it will become calm. I 
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know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you.‖  

13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the 

sea grew even wilder than before. 14 Then they cried to the Lord, ―O Lord, please 

do not let us die for taking this man‘s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing 

an innocent man, for you, O Lord, have done as you pleased.‖ 15 Then they took 

Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. 16 At this the men 

greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows 

to him.  

17 But the Lord provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the 

fish three days and three nights.  

 

Jonahôs Anger at the Lordôs Compassion  

4     But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. 2 He prayed to the 

Lord, ―O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was 

so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate 

God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending 

calamity. 3 Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to 

live.‖  

4 But the Lord replied, ―Have you any right to be angry?‖  

5 Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself 

a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then 

the Lord God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for 

his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. 7 But 

at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it 

withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun 

blazed on Jonah‘s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, ―It 

would be better for me to die than to live.‖  

9 But God said to Jonah, ―Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?‖  

―I do,‖ he said. ―I am angry enough to die.‖  
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10 But the Lord said, ―You have been concerned about this vine, though you did 

not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 But 

Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell 

their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned 

about that great city?‖  

 

Something interesting: 

Nineveh was situated in what is now northern Iraq and is represented today by the mounds of 

Kouyunjik and Nebi Yunus to the east of the Tigris River and opposite the main part of the city of 

Mosul. Nineveh (from Assyrian Nina or Ninua), was one of the oldest and greatest cities of 

Mesopotamia. Nineveh was the capital of Assyria at its height from the time of Sennacherib, who 

assumed the throne in 705 BC to its fall in 612 BC and subsequently a symbol of Assyria‘s utter 

collapse. The earliest biblical mention of Nineveh is in the Table of Nations (Gen. 10:11), which 

claims Nimrod as the city‘s founder. Parallel passages in 2 Kings 19:36 and Isa. 37:37 mention 

Nineveh in conjunction with the assassination of Sennacherib by his two sons. The end of 

Nineveh is proclaimed by two contemporary biblical prophets, Zephaniah and Nahum. Though 

Zephaniah‘s prophecy is brief and incidental (Zeph. 2:13-15), the book of Nahum in its entirety is 

directed against the city, under the title ‗An Oracle Concerning Nineveh.‘ Nahum‘s poetic work 

describes the fall of Nineveh in unexcelled imagery and power. The Assyrians was an ancient 

empire considered to be the symbol of terror and tyranny in the Near East for more than three 

centuries. Assyria received its name from the tiny city-state Asshur, on the western bank of the 

Tigris River in northern Mesopotamia (modern Iraq). The city was the seat of worship of the sun 

god Asshur (also spelled Ashur). The Hebrew name occurs frequently in the Bible and is 

translated Assyria (Gn 2:14), Assur (Ezr 4:2; Ps 83:8), or left as Asshur (Gn 10:11). The form of 

the name comes originally from the Akkadian language. Eventually Assyria gained control of 

northern Syria, securing an outlet to the Mediterranean Sea, and took possession of the fertile 

Mesopotamian plain, extending Assyrian domain over all of Babylonia to the Persian Gulf. 
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Background information: 

The story of Jonah is quite unusual in the Old Testament. Usually God sent his 

prophets to His own nation Israel to give them a chance to change their sinful 

ways and do His will. Now in the story of Jonah God sent him to the Assyrian 

people in Nineveh to tell them that God is going to punish them for their sins. His 

message is one of condemnation and judgment.  

 

Questions and discussion points: 

Why did God send Jonah to Nineveh? (Jonah 1:2) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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What was Jonah‘s reaction? (Jonah 1:3) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

What happens to Jonah on the boat? (Jonah 1:4-10) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What did Jonah tell the men on the ship? (Jonah 1:8-10) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What was Jonah‘s reaction to the Lord‘s mercy? (Jonah 4:1-2) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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What did God want to teach Jonah? (Jonah 4:10-11) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Message:  

In the story of Jonah it seems as if nothing happens without God. It is as if God 

has a plan for every incident or event that may happen. When Jonah is on the 

ship a big storm erupts and the captain who is definitely not a Jew, asks 

everyone to pray to their gods in order for their safety. At first Jonah is hesitant 

but when the lot fell upon Jonah, he tells them about his God. He says his God is 

the maker of heaven and earth. He is in charge of the whole universe. He 

confesses that he has been running away from his God who gave him a specific 

task. This gives them enough reason to believe that Jonah is the culprit. After 

they did everything in their power to save the ship, they eventually threw Jonah 

overboard. They even went on their knees before God Almighty confessing that 

He is the only God and that they are not responsible for the death of Jonah. 

When the storm subsided as soon as Jonah was off the ship, they knew it was 

God who saved them. Then they worshiped God, offered a sacrifice and vows to 

the Lord. But God is still full of mercy. He sends a big fish to swallow Jonah. 

Inside the fish Jonah starts rethinking his mission to Nineveh. He cries out to God 

and God answers his prayers. Alive and well he continues his mission to 

Nineveh. In Nineveh he tells the people about the wrath of God. Then a miracle 

happens when these heathens repent. God saw their atonements and decided 

not to condemn them any more but to give them a second chance. Jonah does 

not take this new venture of God very positively. He is angry at God. Then God 

teaches him a lesson with the provision of a vine. God made it grow up over 

Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort. Jonah was very pleased 

until the next day when a worm ate the plant and the wind from the desert blew 

over Jonah. He was very angry. But then God showed him that He is still God. 
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He can show mercy to whomever He wishes to show his love to, even the 

Assyrians. He can change his plans because He is the living God. Jonah learned 

a very important lesion: God is not only the God of the Jews but the God of all 

nations. Every nation can claim the forgiveness and mercy of the Lord. He shows 

his mercy to everyone that asks for his forgiveness. 

 

Practical issues: 

How can we make sure as a congregation that people (in general or those that 

never come to church) would feel welcome in our company as brothers and 

sisters in faith? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Do you think mission work is only needed at the outskirts of this world or do you 

think there is greater need for Christian outreach in our present society? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Chapter 5 

Week beginning 12-15 October 2009 

A magnet for the nations  

 

The Lord Promises to Bless Jerusalem  

Zechariah 8 

20 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ―Many peoples and the inhabitants of 

many cities will yet come, 21 and the inhabitants of one city will go to another and 

say, ‗Let us go at once to entreat the Lord and seek the Lord Almighty. I myself 

am going.‘ 22 And many peoples and powerful nations will come to Jerusalem to 

seek the Lord Almighty and to entreat him.‖  

23 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ―In those days ten men from all 

languages and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of his robe and 

say, ‗Let us go with you, because we have heard that God is with you.‘‖  

 

Background information:  

In the year 539 BC Cyrus, the first king of the Persian dynasty invaded Babylonia 

and allowed the Judeans to return to their native country. Zechariah was acting 

as prophet in the time after the Judeans returned from exile in Babylonia to their 

own native land. Zechariah encouraged them to settle in their native land and to 

rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. The temple was destroyed in 587 BC when the 

Babylonians captured Jerusalem and took the people into exile. The Judeans 

saw it as a sign of God‘s victory over the foreign nations. In this time the old 

sentimental feelings were revived again of the perfect kingdom like in the time of 

King David. They believed that this kingdom would be governed by God and all 

the nations of the earth will worship God as their only Ruler. Nations and people 

would be drawn to Jerusalem like a magnet attracting metal. In the Hebrew text 

the word ―Yehudi‖ suggest that we use ―Judean‖ rather than Jew. It is also 

historically correct because it was only the people from the tribe of Judah that 

survived as a remnant of  the nation Israel  after the northern tribes of Israel 
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vanished from the earth after their exile by the Assyrians in 722 BC. The text 

suggests that it was a well known fact that every nation knew that the Lord 

blessed the Judeans because He protected and guided them from exile to live 

again in their own country. 

 

Message:  

It is remarkable that the prophet says that people will grab the Judeans by their 

clothes and ask them to accompany them to Jerusalem. We have a big 

responsibility as Christians. Our lives must be so full of the mercy, love and 

justice of Christ that we are like magnets attracting other people to follow Christ 

also in their everyday living. But we must be careful not to draw people to us but 

to God! Our lives must bear witness to a positive attitude against life, a high 

moral ground with regard to our choices and a fair outlook in life. We are 

followers of Christ not only on Sundays but every moment of everyday. We have 

to act like followers of Christ when we watch sport, when we socialise with 

friends, in church, in our homes and at our workplaces! We must be like magnets 

attracting people to the LIGHT of Christ‘s redemption of this world. 

 

Questions and discussion points: 

What will be the people say to each other according to Zechariah 8:21? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Why would they go to Jerusalem? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Why would the foreigners cling to the Judeans? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Practical issues: 

Have you experienced the presence of the Lord before in someone that you 

know or have met, at a certain place or in a crisis? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

How could you tell that the presence of the Lord was visible? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

How can you be a Christian magnet in the: 

 Congregation? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

In your workplace? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

  

Sundays in church? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

In your home? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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With your friends? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

When you watch sport? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Chapter 6 

Week beginning 19-22 October 2009 

The Great Commission 

 

Matthew 28:16-20 

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 

told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 

Then Jesus came to them and said, ―All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them ina the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.‖  

 

Background information: 

Matthew is writing to an early Christian community after the Jewish war of 66-70 

AD. Titus, the son of the Roman emperor destroyed Jerusalem in the spring of 70 

AD after the Jews rebelled against the Roman control in their native land. The 

temple was destroyed and the Jews were forced into building synagogues in 

most towns. They even replaced Jerusalem with Jamnia as the religious centre. It 

was also the council of Jamnia who banned any Jewish Christian converts at 

around 90 AD from the synagogues.  

 

Mathew‘s congregation was Jewish Christian converts seeking some direction. 

Scholars disagree on the place of the community. Some say it was Antioch and 

others Capernaum. I am with other scholars of the opinion that it was Capernaum 

because of the dominance of this city over other cities in the Gospel. It seems 

that everything happens around this city on the shores of the Lake of Galilee. 

There is also a great respect for all the Jewish customs.  It is evident in the 

Gospel that the author respects all the Jewish laws of the Old Testament such as 

the first commandment by not using the Lord‘s name in vain but rather talking of 

the kingdom of heavens instead of kingdom of God. There is also a lot of 
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referrals to the Old Testament stories and characters. In the beginning of Mathew 

there is a comparison between the birth of Jesus and the birth of Moses (both 

babies suffered under the threat of being killed by a foreign king). The difference 

being that Mathew is telling his Jewish converts that Jesus was far more 

important than Moses, even more important than King David. It seems as if 

Matthew made up his mind. Jesus came for the Jews but He was rejected (see 

Matthew 10:1-10; 15:21-28) by the Jews. In both of these stories Jesus talks 

about the ‗the lost sheep of the house of Israel‘. In Matthew 28 the author also 

includes the Gentiles in the message of mission of the resurrected Christ. They 

must go to all the nations but I do not think Matthew is excluding the Jews. He is 

talking of one single universal mission to Jews and Gentiles. 

 
Questions and discussion points: 
 
What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus in our present day and age? 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
Practical issues: 

How will you apply the Great Commission in your personal life  

 Go – 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Make disciples –  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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 Baptize –  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Teach – 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

How will you apply the Great Commission in the life of the congregation? 

 Go – 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Make disciples –  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Baptize –  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Teach – 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What challenges do you envisage when applying the Great Commission both as 

individuals and in the life of our congregation? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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How will the promises of God in verse:20 help you to cope with the challenges of 
the great commission? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Do you think we can do more as a congregation and individuals to reach out to 

non-believers? Give reasons for your answer? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

How do you think the outside world views us as: 
Christians? 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Members of Kirknewton & East Calder Parish church? 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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What can we do as a fellowship of brothers and sisters in faith to change the 

perspectives of our world? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Message: 

After his resurrection Jesus appeared to his disciples and gave them the 

responsibility to go out in the world. He also promises them that if they obey his 

commission He will be with them forever in faith. The commission is 

characterized by several nouns like: 

 Go – meaning not stay at one place but to travel around; 

 Make disciples – make all people followers of Christ; 

 Baptize – make all people part of a community of faith; 

 Teach – equip them with the things Jesus has taught his followers while 

He was on earth.   

 

Jesus gives his disciples the task to go into the world and make other people also 

disciples of him.  We have to also do the same: We have to go – no matter the 

costs. We have to go even if it makes us unpopular in the circles of our families, 

friends and colleagues. We have to go and trust the Lord to be with us to 

everyone that needs his Loving presence. We have to make people his followers 

and people will only follow if they see a difference in our lives. We must include 

all people into our Christian communities. We must ―baptize‖ them, meaning we 

must make them part of Christ‘s church on earth. We must also teach them the 

values of our Christian faith. In short we must act as Christian brothers and 

sisters despite criticism, neglect or even hostility! We must show our world that 

the kingdom of heaven is a reality for everyone that has faith. The Heidelberg 

catechism question 21 says of faith the following: ―True faith is not only 
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knowledge and conviction that everything God reveals in his Word is true; it is 

also a deep-rooted assurance, created in me by the Holy Spirit through the 

gospel, that, out of sheer grace earned for us by Christ, not only others, but I too, 

have had my sins forgiven, have been made forever right with God, and have 

been granted salvation‖. We must show and tell our world what this kingdom 

looks like by doing the things that Jesus did such as: 

 Loving everyone while ignoring status, social correctness or man made 

laws; 

 Attending to the sick; 

 Helping those in need; 

 Listening to the needs of others; 

 Bending backwards to do what no one else is willing to do; 

 Forgiving; 

 Turning the cheek; 

 Having no worries with regard the future 

 

How will you personally implement the following signs of the kingdom of God in 

your life (think of your relationships on earth with yourself, your partner, husband, 

friends, children, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, colleagues: 

 

 Loving everyone:  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Attending to the sick: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Helping: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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 Listening: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Sacrificing: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Forgiving: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Having hope: 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Chapter 7 

Week beginning 26-29 October 2009 

Proclaim the kingdom 

 
 

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve  

Luke 9     When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power 

and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them 

out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 He told them: ―Take 

nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. 4 

Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5 If people do not 

welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a 

testimony against them.‖ 6 So they set out and went from village to village, 

preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere.  

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was 

perplexed, because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, 

8 others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long 

ago had come back to life. 9 But Herod said, ―I beheaded John. Who, then, is this 

I hear such things about?‖ And he tried to see him.  

 

Jesus sends Out the Seventy-two  

Luke 10     After this the Lord appointed seventy-twoa others and sent them 

two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He 

told them, ―The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending 

you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and 

do not greet anyone on the road.  

5 ―When you enter a house, first say, ‗Peace to this house.‘ 6 If a man of peace 

is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay in that 

house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his 

wages. Do not move around from house to house.  
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8 ―When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal 

the sick who are there and tell them, ‗The kingdom of God is near you.‘ 10 But 

when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 

‗Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be 

sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.‘ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on 

that day for Sodom than for that town.  

13 ―Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were 

performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 

repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable 

for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you 

be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths.b  

16 ―He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he 

who rejects me rejects him who sent me.‖  

 

Something interesting: 

 

Herod the tetrarch was Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great and tetrarch of Galilee and Perea. 

He is ‗that fox‘ of Luke 13:31-32 and the Herod most frequently mentioned in the New Testament. 

Both Jesus and John the Baptist were his subjects and carried out their public careers mostly in 

his territories (Matt. 14:1-12; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 3:19-20; 9:7-9; Mark 8:15; Luke 13:31-32; 23:6-

16; Acts 4:27). His career was dominated by his relationship to Herodias, whom he married in 

spite of the fact that she was his niece and married to his half-brother Herod Philip when they met 

and that he was compelled to divorce a daughter of Aretas, the powerful king of the Nabateans, in 

order to marry her. John, who, according to the Gospels, had criticized this marriage, was 

imprisoned and later executed by Antipas at Machaerus (Matt. 14:1-12; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 3:19-

20; 9:7-9). According to the Gospel of Luke, Antipas also played a role in the trial of Jesus (Luke 

23:6-16; Acts 4:27). Antipas‘ capital was Tiberias, characteristically named after the Roman 

emperor, which Antipas built on the shore of the Sea of Galilee and which was later to play a 

central role in the history of Judaism. Herod Antipas had a guilty conscience because he had put 

John to death. This made him fear that John had come back from the dead to plague him. His 

longing to see Jesus for himself was not from the best of motives (compare 23:8). Herod does not 

go so far as to identify John and Jesus, by contrast with Mk. 6:16. The hope of Elijah returning 

was based on Mal. 4:5–6. (cf. Lk. 1:17). 
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Background: 

In Luke Jesus sends out two different groups of people, first his disciples and 

then 72 others. When Jesus sends out his disciples he commanded them to go 

with only the bare necessities to each and every village. Under Jewish law, a 

sender could authorize messengers to act with his full legal authority to the extent 

of the commission given them. They had to find a home where they were 

welcomed. If they were welcomed, they had to stay there until it was time to 

move to another village. He gave them authority over the ―evil spirits‖. In those 

days it was believed that sickness was caused by evil spirits. If you were sick you 

were considered as unclean and unable to enter the temple. Jesus commanded 

them to help all the people into a relationship with God by healing them. They 

also had to preach to the people the reality and hope of the kingdom of God. And 

if they were not welcomed then they had to do what every Jew in those days 

would do when they came back from a journey to a foreign land before entering 

into the holy Land. They had to wipe the dust of their feet – the dust that made 

them unclean for being in an unclean country among the Gentiles. They had to 

make a public statement that they were not part of those who was not willing to 

listen to them.  

In the second part Jesus commanded the 72 to go out in pairs of two and be 

witnesses of his Name. In those days it was always required to have two 

witnesses in any lawsuit. According to them two witnesses testifying to the same 

facts would definitely be telling the truth! We find this story only in the Gospel of 

Luke. In some manuscripts the number is 70 and not 72. Most probably Luke is 

symbolically referring to the nations of Israel mentioned in Genesis 10 or the 

leaders who assisted Moses in Exodus 24:1. Jesus is sending out the wider 

church to proclaim his kingdom. The instructions are pretty much similar to those 

of the disciples in chapter 9. They have to go with the bare necessities. They 

have to heal the sick and proclaim the Kingdom of God. The order of things is 

now reversed from that in chapter 9:2. The reason may be that ―healing the sick‖ 

is a sign that God‘s kingdom has arrived. They must wipe the dust off their feet 

from the towns that reject them just like in chapter 9. But their destiny would be 
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worse than that of Sodom in Genesis 19:24-28. The woes refer to the 

experiencing of God‘s wrath instead of his blessing (see Luke 6:24-26). Although 

great miracles happened in Galilee in Korazin (two miles from Capernaum, which 

is on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee), Bethsaida (Luke 9:10-17), and 

Capernaum the people still did not believe. The consequences for them would be 

harder than that of the Gentile and pagan cities Tyre and Sidon (the two leading 

cities of ancient Phoenicia. Sidon is located twenty-two miles north of Tyre on the 

Mediterranean coast of modern Lebanon). Capernaum will literally go down to 

―Hades‖. ―Hades‖ is the Greek term used to translate Sheol which can refer to the 

place of the dead (Ps 89:48), the opposite of heaven (Ps 139:8; Amos 9:2), or the 

place of punishment for the unrighteous. In our reading Luke is telling them that 

Capernaum will be punished because of their lack of faith. They will be in the 

place of the unrighteous. The imagery comes from Isa 14:13, 15. But Jesus 

promises them; that if they receive his messengers, that is to say listen to them, 

they also listen to and receive him.    

 
Questions and discussion points: 
 

Do you think it is an easy task to proclaim the kingdom of God? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Why is it not so easy? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Practical issues: 
 

What makes you frightened to proclaim the kingdom of God?   

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

How do you think we as individuals can proclaim the kingdom of God in a 

practical way? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

How do you think we as a congregation can proclaim the kingdom of God in a 

practical way? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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How do you think we as followers of Christ can proclaim the kingdom of God to 

our children and grandchildren? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What do you think is the meaning of the following verse? 

16 ―He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he 

who rejects me rejects him who sent me.‖ 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Message: 

Jesus included everyone in his mission, even the sick. Sickness was commonly 

seen as a punishment of a sin that was committed. Sick people was regarded as 

spiritually unclean and not allowed to enter the temple. Jesus includes them in 

his kingdom. His message is for everyone that is willing to have faith in him. 

We do not have to be rich to be a witness of Christ glory. We do not have to be 

clever or articulate to confess to our world that Jesus is the only Saviour of 

humanity. We do not require any extra clothing to bear witness to Jesusõ 

presence in everyday living. We do not have to be gifted to confess that Jesus 

came to save the faithful from death, hell and sin. We do not have to be healthy 
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to help others who are sick and in need of Godõs loving care. We do not need 

money to convince others that we belong to Christ. No Jesus says to us too: Just 

go as you are? Why? We have to be dependant on God our Father. He will help 

and provide us with the necessities that we require. God will - through his Holy 

Spirit – guide us to be witnesses of his glorious Name. We must trust him to 

know that He will equip us with everything we need to be witnesses of Christõs 

mercy and love. We must not allow our world to dictate to us what we must say 

with regard to our Christian faith. It is God who calls us to go out and spread the 

good news (see Luke 10:2). We can never stop being witnesses despite the 

hostility of our world, our villages and the people around us.  
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Chapter 8 

Week beginning 9-12 November 2009 

Is God only our God? 

 

Jesus Talks With a Samaritan Woman  

John 4     The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more 

disciples than John, 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his 

disciples. 3 When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once 

more to Galilee.  

4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called 

Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob‘s well 

was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It 

was about the sixth hour.  

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ―Will you 

give me a drink?‖ 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)  

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, ―You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan 

woman. How can you ask me for a drink?‖ (For Jews do not associate with 

Samaritans.a)  

10 Jesus answered her, ―If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you 

for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.‖  

11 ―Sir,‖ the woman said, ―you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 

Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, 

who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his 

flocks and herds?‖  

13 Jesus answered, ―Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but 

whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him 

will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.‖  

15 The woman said to him, ―Sir, give me this water so that I won‘t get thirsty and 

have to keep coming here to draw water.‖  

16 He told her, ―Go, call your husband and come back.‖  

17 ―I have no husband,‖ she replied.  
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Jesus said to her, ―You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The 

fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your 

husband. What you have just said is quite true.‖  

19 ―Sir,‖ the woman said, ―I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 

worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must 

worship is in Jerusalem.‖  

21 Jesus declared, ―Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship 

the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship 

what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the 

Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the 

Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in 

truth.‖  

25 
The woman said, ―I know that Messiah‖ (called Christ) ―is coming. When he 

comes, he will explain everything to us.‖  

26 Then Jesus declared, ―I who speak to you am he.‖  

The Disciples Rejoin Jesus  

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a 

woman. But no one asked, ―What do you want?‖ or ―Why are you talking with 

her?‖  

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the 

people, 29 ―Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the 

Christa?‖ 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.  

31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, ―Rabbi, eat something.‖  

32 But he said to them, ―I have food to eat that you know nothing about.‖  

33 Then his disciples said to each other, ―Could someone have brought him 

food?‖  

34 ―My food,‖ said Jesus, ―is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his 

work. 35 Do you not say, ‗Four months more and then the harvest‘? I tell you, 

open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the 

reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that 
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the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‗One sows 

and another reaps‘ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. 

Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their 

labor.‖  

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 

woman‘s testimony, ―He told me everything I ever did.‖ 40 So when the 

Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two 

days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers.  

42 They said to the woman, ―We no longer believe just because of what you 

said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the 

Savior of the world.‖  
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Something interesting: 

 

In the time of Christ, Western Palestine was divided into three provinces, Judea, Samaria, and 

Galilee. Samaria occupied the centre of Palestine. Israel fell in 722 Before Christ after a long 

siege by the Assyrian army. Most of the population of Israel were captivated and send into exile. 

Their descendants came back, settled in Samaria and married into all the Gentile nations. The 

Jews considered these Samaritans as ―half Jews‖ who were untrue to God and their traditions. 

The Samaritans also had their own temple in Mt Gerizim and only considered the first 5 books of 

Moses as their Bible. This animosity continued in Jesus‘ day. Both groups excluded the other 

from their respective cultic centers, the Jerusalem temple and the Samaritan temple on Mt 

Gerizim. The Samaritans, for example, were forbidden access to the inner courts of the temple, 

and any offering they might give was considered as if it were from a Gentile. It appears 

Samaritans were in practice treated as Gentiles. All marriage between the groups was therefore 

forbidden, and social relations were greatly restricted (Jn 4:9). With such proscribed separation, it 

is not surprising that any interaction between the two groups was strained. The mere term 

Samaritan was one of contempt on the lips of Jews (8:48), and among some scribes it possibly 

would not even be uttered (Lk 10:37). The disciples‘ reaction to the Samaritan refusal of lodging 

(9:51–55) is a good example of the animosity felt by Jews for Samaritans at the time. Although 

there is less evidence for similar attitudes from the Samaritan side, we can assume they existed. 

It is probable to speculate, therefore, that the Samaritan shunning of hospitality in Luke 9:51–55 

was not uncommon toward other Jews whose ―face was set toward Jerusalem.‖ The common 

Jewish perspective on Samaritans as being nearly Gentile was evidently held to some extent by 

Jesus as well. Jesus refers to the Samaritan leper as ―this foreigner‖ (Lk 17:18) and prohibits his 

disciples, during their commissioning, from taking the message of the kingdom to either the 

Samaritans or the Gentiles (Mt 10:5). Yet the overwhelming evidence in the Gospels is that 

Jesus‘ attitude toward the Samaritans differed radically from that of his Jewish contemporaries. 

Jesus ―rebuked‖ (Lk 9:55) his disciples when they displayed the usual Jewish animosity in asking 

to have the ―fire of judgment‖ rain down upon the inhospitable Samaritans. Moreover, he did not 

refuse to heal the Samaritan leper but honored him as the only one of the ten who remembered 

to give glory to God (Lk 17:11–19). So also in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:30–37) 

Jesus clearly breaks through the traditional prejudices in portraying the despised Samaritan, not 

the respected Jewish priest or Levite, as the true neighbor to the man in need. Here as 

elsewhere, Jesus, in confronting his audience with God‘s demand, breaks through traditional 

definitions of ―righteous‖ and ―outcast.‖ 
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Background: 

Jesus is traveling from Judea to Galilee. The shortest route was through an alien 

province called Samaria. The Jews however despised the Samaritans and 

refused to take the shorter route. They usually travelled longer by way of Perea 

just to avoid going through Samaria.  John 4:4–43 records not only the 

fascinating exchange between Jesus and the Samaritan woman but also Jesus‘ 

subsequent two-day stay in the town of Sychar, a Samaritan city. Here we see 

Jesus not only risking ritual uncleanness by contact with the Samaritan woman at 

the well (vv 7–9) but also offering the gift of salvation to her (v 10) and the entire 

Samaritan town (vv 39–41). Through Jesus‘ knowledge of her marital life (vv 16–

18), the woman concludes he must be a ―prophet.‖ Remembering that the 

Samaritans were expecting a ―prophet like Moses‖ in the last days, it is possible 

that the woman was wondering if Jesus was their long-awaited prophetic 

Messiah (vv 19, 25–26). Jesus not only breaks through the rigid animosity of 

Jews toward Samaritans by doing the unthinkable in staying with this despised 

people, but he also accepts their faith in him as ―Messiah‖ (v 26) and ―Saviour of 

the world‖ (v 42). Here, as with his association with the outcasts of Jewish 

society, Jesus redefines righteousness not according to descent or religious 

practice but according to faith in himself. In so doing, he shatters the racial and 

cultural distinctions of his day and lays the foundation for the gospel‘s 

subsequent spread to the entire gentile world (see Walter A. Elwell & Philip 

Wesley Comfort, 2001. Tyndale Bible Dictionary. Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale House 

Publishers. (Tyndale Reference Library) 
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Questions and discussion points: 
 
Name each and every situation that you can think off where and when we as 

Christians exclude people with the message of salvation? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Do you think the woman understood Jesus when He talked about the ―living 

water‖ in verses 10-12? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Practical issues: 
 

What do you think can we do to be more inclusive/including other people as: 

 

Individuals - 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

People that belong to a church - 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Attendees of a house group – 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Christians in general - 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Friends - 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Session/board of Kirknewton & East Calder Church – 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What will you change in your own personal life to be more inclusive when it 

comes to the proclaiming of God‘s salvation in Jesus Christ to other people? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Meaning: 

Jesus broke down every barrier that existed between the Jews and the 

Samaritans. He expects us to do the same. We have to proclaim the Gospel to 

everyone, even those whom we despise. We do not have the same diversity and 

tension in Scotland between different races except for a long history of different 

―clans‖. We must be as followers of Christ inclusive when it comes to message of 

salvation. It is God who sends us and He commands us to go to everyone. 

Sometimes we can exclude people from the church by our attitudes of revenge 

and our judgmental mentality especially when we debate ethical questions. 

Sometimes we can condemn and exclude people because of their sinful actions. 

Sometimes we can give the impression that the Church of Scotland, the church 

of Christ, our congregation belongs to us while ignoring the fact that everything 

belongs to God and that it is God who calls us as his church!   
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Chapter 9 

Week beginning 16-19 November 2009 

God sends us his Spirit 

 

Scholars agree that there is a close connection between Luke and Acts. They all agree that it was written by the same 

author. The two books have a similar literary style, and certain themes can be traced through both. Both books begin with 

prologues and dedications to one Theophilus (Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-3), and the prologue in Acts has a brief but fitting 

description of the contents of what is there called ‗the first book‘ (Acts 1:1), surely a reference to the Gospel of Luke. 

Scholars however disagree on the identity of the author. It cannot be said for certain who he was.  

 
 

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost  

Acts 2     When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 

2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled 

the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues 

of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tonguesa as the Spirit enabled 

them.  

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 

under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 

bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 
7 

Utterly amazed, they asked: ―Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 

8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9 

Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); 

Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 

tongues!‖ 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, ―What does this 

mean?‖  

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, ―They have had too much 

wine.b‖  

 

The Fellowship of the Believers  
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42 They devoted themselves to the apostles‘ teaching and to the fellowship, to 

the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many 

wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers 

were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and 

goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 

together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 

with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  

 

Background information: 

The early Christians gathered in Jerusalem. The time was the day of Pentecost, 

50 days after the Passover Festival. They were all together ―in one place‖. The 

next verse specifies that it was a ―house‖ in which they were sitting.  

Pentecost was the second of the three great harvest festivals of Judaism, coming between Passover and Tabernacles. In 

the New Testament (cf. 1 Cor 16:8) it is referred to as ―Pentecost,‖ which means fiftieth in Greek. In the Old Testament it 

is referred to as the Festival of Weeks or of the First fruits, the first term referring to its coming a ―week of weeks‖ after 

Passover, the second to the fact that an offering of two loaves prepared from the wheat harvest was made on this day. It 

was a day of ―solemn assembly,‖ and all work ceased. It was also one of the most popular pilgrim festivals, even more so 

than Passover, which was likely due to the improved weather conditions by the time of Pentecost. 

The coming of the Spirit is described in three carefully constructed parallel 

statements, each pointing to an aspect of the event: a sound came … and it filled 

the house (v. 2); tongues appeared … and one sat on each of them (v. 3); they 

were filled with the Holy Spirit … and began to speak in other tongues (v. 4). The 

emphasis is on the objectivity of the event. It was audible, visible, and manifested 

itself in an outward demonstration of inspired speech. The audible manifestation 

is described as coming suddenly from heaven. The picture is of a blowing blast of 

wind, like the roar of a tornado. Wind phenomena often accompany an 

appearance by God in the Old Testament (cf. 1 Kgs 19:11; Isa 66:15). The Greek 

word pneuma means both wind and Spirit, and that connection is to be seen 

here. They were ―filled with the Holy Spirit,‖ and this led them to ―speak in other 

tongues.‖ From this point on in Acts, the gift of the Spirit became a normative 

concomitant of becoming a Christian believer (2:38). Certainly the inspired 
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speech perplexed them ―because each one heard them speaking in his own 

language.‖ Luke heaped up words to describe the crowd‘s perplexity. They were 

―utterly amazed‖ (―astounded and amazed,‖ author‘s translation, v. 7), not at what 

the Christians said but that such simple Galileans would know their languages. 

The label ―Galilean‖ need not imply that all 120 were from Galilee, though a 

sizable band of disciples had accompanied Jesus from there to Jerusalem (cf. 

Luke 8:1–3; 10:1–17; also see 23:49). Verse 8 basically repeats v. 6, with the 

added note that it was in their ―native‖ tongue, the language group into which 

they were born, that they were hearing these ―Galileans.‖ This prepares for vv. 9–

11, which list the various areas of the Diaspora represented. 

Verses 9–11a are a part of the direct discourse spoken by the crowd, but likely 

they are a note from Luke enumerating the various nationalities present.  

God the Holy Spirit gave the Christians many languages, all the languages 

represented by the nationalities listed in vv. 9–11. And is this not how the Spirit 

continues to work? He empowers Christian witnesses to take the gospel to the 

many different languages of the world to create a worldwide people of God, 

united by a common confession in the lordship of Christ. What, then, are the 

emphases Luke expounded in his treatment of Pentecost? First, his major 

emphasis doubtless was that the church has now been empowered for its 

mission. Everything in chap. 1 has anticipated this event (1:5, 8). With the coming 

of the Spirit, the witness began. It began with the enthusiastic praise of the Spirit-

filled Christians and the inspired sermon of Peter, and it resulted in the immediate 

harvest of 3,000 converts to Christ (2:41). And there is certainly a second, closely 

related theme of the text. Just as Pentecost was the festival of the first fruits, so 

these are the ―first fruits‖ of the harvest in the Spirit. This connects with a third 

emphasis of the text: the spiritual harvest did not culminate at Pentecost. It began 

there and continued in ever-widening circles, from Jerusalem to Samaria to 

Antioch, from Cyprus to Asia Minor, from Greece to Rome, from Jews to 

Samaritans, from God-fearers to Gentiles. The worldwide scope of the Christian 

witness is anticipated at Pentecost in the roll call of nations (vv. 9–11). This 

central emphasis comprised a major part of Peter‘s sermon in verses 14- 41.  
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From a first-century perspective, to be filled by the Spirit implied that a person 

needed to take on the roles and responsibilities associated with ―Christianity‖. We 

read about their new lifestyle in verses 42-47. In Galatians 5:22-25 we hear that 

the fruits of the Holy Spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

 

Questions and discussion points: 

What does Pentecost mean to you? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Do you agree that you received the Holy Spirit with your baptism? 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Do you feel that God helps and guides you on a daily basis through his Holy 

Spirit? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
What changes can you see in yourself and in others because of the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
What new lifestyle did the early church adopt (verses 42-47? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
How does God‘s Holy Spirit promote unity amongst believers? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
Practical issues: 
 

Do you think that we as a congregation give other people the impression that we 

are filled and led by God‘s Holy Spirit? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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How can we as a congregation make sure that we live as people who have 
received God‘s Holy Spirit? How do we support and love one another? 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

How can we practically apply the example of the early church in our present day 
and age as believers? 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

How will you personally apply the fruits of the Holy Spirit in your personal life 

(Galatians 5:22-25)? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

How will you personally apply the fruits of the Holy Spirit in the congregation, 

church and fellowship (Galatians 5:22-25)? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Meaning: 

In v. 42 the believers are said to have ―devoted themselves‖ to four practices in 

their new life together. First was the teaching of the apostles. The apostles had 
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been instructed by Jesus, which they passed along to the new Christians. In 

keeping with Jesus‘ teaching to them (chap. 1), this would have included such 

subjects as his resurrection, the Old Testament Scriptures, the Christian witness, 

and surely their own reminiscences of Jesus‘ earthly ministry and teachings. The 

second activity to which they devoted themselves was ―the fellowship.‖ The 

Greek word used here (koinǾnia) is one Paul often employed, but it appears only 

here in all of Luke-Acts. Its basic meaning is ―association, communion, 

fellowship, close relationship.‖ In secular Greek it could involve the sharing of 

goods, and Paul seems to have used it this way in 2 Cor 9:13. The meaning 

would then be that they devoted themselves to a fellowship that was expressed 

in their mutual meals and in their prayer life together. If this is so, then the 

meaning of the third element, ―the breaking of bread,‖ would be further clarified. 

Joined with fellowship, it would likely carry the cultic sense of sharing a meal with 

the Lord, participating in the Lord‘s Supper. It probably also involved as well their 

participation in a main agapǛ (love) meal together. The fourth and final element 

of their life together, another expression of their fellowship, was ―the prayers‖ 

(RSV).  The structure of Acts should remind us of the unity of the Christian 

community that derives from and is guided by the gift of the Spirit that lies at the 

heart of its life together. Their common life was marked by praise of God, joy in 

the faith, and sincerity of heart. And in it all they experienced the favor of the 

nonbelievers and continual blessings of God-given growth. It was an ideal, 

almost blissful time marked by the joy of their life together and the warmth of the 

Spirit‘s presence among them. It could almost be described as the young 

church‘s ―age of innocence.‖ The subsequent narrative of Acts will show that it 

did not always remain so. Sincerity sometimes gave way to dishonesty, joy was 

blotched by rifts in the fellowship, and the favor of the people was overshadowed 

by persecutions from the Jewish officials. Luke‘s summaries present an ideal for 

the Christian community which it must always strive for, constantly return to, and 

discover anew if it is to have that unity of spirit and purpose essential for an 

effective witness. We must focus on the things that unite us and forget the things 

that separate us as believers! 
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Chapter 10 

Week beginning 23- 26 November 2009 

 

In the midst of unbelief 

 

The Living Stone and a Chosen People 

2 Peter 2:11-17 

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from 

sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the 

pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 

deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  

Submission to Rulers and Masters  

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord‘s sake to every authority instituted among men: 

whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 
14 

or to governors, who are sent by 

him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it 

is God‘s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish 

men. 16 Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live 

as servants of God. 17 Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of 

believers, fear God, honor the king.  

 

Background information: 

Peter warmly addressed his readers as dear friends or better, ―beloved‖. Those 

who are loved by God are exhorted to live as aliens (―those who live in a place 

that is not their home,‖ used figuratively of Christians, whose real home is in 

heaven) and strangers in the world. Just as their Christian values and beliefs are 

rejected by the world, so they are to live apart from the immorality and sinful 

desires that surround them. Abstain is literally ―hold oneself constantly back 

from.‖ Christians are to resist the sinful pull of those worldly desires which war 

against (see James 4:1) their spiritual lives. In this passage there are several 

references to the Greek philosophy. Greek philosophers often viewed fleshly 

passions as ―waging war‖ against the soul. Peter uses the same image, although 

not for the same reason that philosophers did (freeing the soul from earthly 
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distractions); he demands proper living (2:12). Jewish people living over all parts 

of the world (1:1) always had to be concerned about Gentiles‘ anti-Jewish 

slanders, for their safety and for their witness to the one true God. Just as 

Gentiles were more than happy to slander Jews living among them, they were 

happy to slander Gentile converts to what they viewed as a Jewish sect, namely 

Christianity (2:4–10). The ―ignorant talk of foolish men‖ includes the false 

understanding of Christianity spread among outsiders (more than in 1:14); 

Roman aristocrats were much quicker to malign minority religions, whose 

worship did not assimilate to Roman values, than to seek to understand them. 

The Old Testament taught God‘s sovereignty over rulers (Prov 16:10; 21:1). Here 

in verse 16 Peter modifies a common exhortation of ancient philosophers: for 

them, freedom from the world‘s values meant not only authority to do as one 

pleased but also freedom to pursue virtue, freedom from desire and freedom to 

do without. Most philosophers such as contemporary Stoics regarded the wise 

man as the ideal ruler but still advocated obedience to the state. Stoics were the 

most popular form of Greek philosophy in Paul‘s day. Although most people were 

not Stoics, many Stoic ideas were widely spread. For Christians, freedom meant 

freedom to be God‘s slaves rather than slaves of sin; it meant freedom from the 

tyranny of the state but also freedom to uphold the laws of the state as God‘s 

servants (v. 15). The Old Testament also associated honoring God with honoring 

those in authority (Exodus 22:28; 1 Kings 21:10; Providence 24:21). 

 

Questions and discussion points: 

What is Peter‘s answer to the ignorant talk of the non believers?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Why did Peter use the words ―aliens and strangers in the world‖? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 62 

How must the believers live amidst the non believers? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Why must the believers always be on their best behavior among non believers? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Are Christians allowed to ignore the earthly laws?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Practical issues: 

What are your comments regarding the following statement: 

―Benefit fraud‖ is not too much of a crime since the government steals anyway 

from the ordinary people! 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Do you think we can draw non believers to God through our lives of faith? If you 

think so, in which way can we draw people closer to God?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Do our homes reflect that Christians live there? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Are we confident saying grace together before our meals? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Do we easily pray with each other in our homes? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Meaning: 

Christians are to observe man-made laws carefully as long as those laws do not 

conflict with the clear teaching of Scripture (see Acts 4:19). The general purpose 

of legal authority is to punish wrong and to commend right. Evidently Christians 

were being slandered and falsely accused of evil, for Peter stressed that it is 

God‘s will that through excellent behavior they silence the ignorant talk of foolish 

men. This section of Peter‘s argument leads many to believe that the organized 

persecution through oppressive Roman laws either had not begun or had not yet 

reached the provinces of Asia Minor. Christians were then facing lies and verbal 

abuse, not torture and death. Christians were still enjoying the protection of a 

legal system which commended those who obeyed the law. So a believer‘s best 

defense against slanderous criticism was good behavior. Submission to lawful 

authority does not negate Christian liberty. Civil laws should be freely obeyed, not 

out of fear but because doing so is God‘s will. Christian freedom is always 

conditioned by Christian responsibility and must never be used as a cover-up (lit., 
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―veil‖) for evil. Christians enjoy true freedom when they obey God and live as his 

servants (lit., ―slaves‖). This section concludes with a four-point summary of 

Christian citizenship. First, Christians are to respect (―honor, value, esteem. 

respect,‖) everyone (cf. Rom. 12:10; 13:7). Believers should be conscious of the 

fact that each human has been uniquely created in God‘s image. Second, 

Christians are to love the brotherhood of believers, their brothers and sisters in 

Christ. God‘s family members should love each other. Third, Christians are to 

fear God. The verb ―fear‖ here does not mean to be in terror, but awe and 

reverence that lead to obedience. Fourth, believers are to honor the king. The 

respect or ―honor‖ due to all is especially to be given to those God has placed in 

authority (see ―the king‖ in 1 Peter 2:13 and ―governors‖ in verse 14; see Rom. 

13:1). Peter advises the Christians to remember who they really are. They are 

living in this world as citizens from another world. Christians must therefore obey 

the rules of this world because all governments and earthly rulers are under 

God‘s rule. Although we live, pay tax, work, sleep, eat, play and drink in this 

world, we know we have a world that is awaiting us when we die namely eternal 

life. As Christians we are always hopeful that we belong not to this world but to 

eternal life by the grace of God‘s redemption through Jesus Christ. While we live 

temporally on this earth, we also experience the same pain, anger, sorrow and 

hardship of everyone else. But we must be constantly different from our world. 

People should see we are foreigners of this world. People must wonder and stare 

at us when we talk and laugh despite all the sufferings that we endure. They 

must experience the living hope that we carry with us each moment of every day. 

People should see how genuine our love is and be drawn to God. People should 

want to become Christians just by looking at us and hearing us talk. Yes people 

should enter our houses and experience the presence of our faith in Jesus Christ!  
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Chapter 11 

Week beginning 7-10 December 2009 

Reflection 

 

It must now be apparent to all who have studied this material that we must be 

Christians with one important duty namely to reach out to everyone around us 

with the Good News of God‘s salvation in Jesus Christ with the help of his Holy 

Spirit. Rick WARREN, a well known theologian wrote a book on the identity of the 

current day church. According to him the New Testament teaches us that a 

healthy church has seven marks namely:  

 Energized by faith  

 Outward looking focus  

 Seeks to find out what God wants  

 Faces the cost of change and growth  

 Operates as a community  

 Makes room for all  

 Does a few things and does them well 

 

Questions and discussion points: 

In your opinion how healthy is our congregation with regard to: 

 Energized by faith  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Outward looking focus  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Seeking to find out what God wants  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 66 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Faces the cost of change and growth  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Operates as a community  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Makes room for all  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Does a few things and does them well 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Do you think our current worship reflects the marks of a healthy church? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Do you think our current discipleship reflects the marks of a healthy church? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 67 

Do you think our current fellowship reflects the marks of a healthy church? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Do you think our current outreach reflects the marks of a healthy church? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Practical issues: 

After working through the study material: 

What have you learned about the Bible‘s view on mission and outreach? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What have you learned about yourself and your task in the world?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Are you equipped to challenge people in a loving way to change their lives to 

reflect the love of God? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Notes 
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